BULLETIN from 


Virginia Kirkus’ Sertice ye 317 West 4th Street 


e@ Vol. XXVI ge June 1, 1958 No. 11 


BOOKS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 


Winners of the Herald Tribune awards for the best children's books 
' published in the spring of 1958 


CHILDREN FOUR TO EIGHT 


First Prize 


Ungerer, Tomi Harper 
Board; $2.50 
CRICTOR Lib. ed; $3.25 


*Once upon a time in a little French town lived an old lady whose name was 
Madame Louise Bodot. She had one son who was in Africa studying reptiles. One morn- 
ing the mailman brought her a peculiar O-shaped box. It held a snake her son had 
sent her for her birthday. She named her pet boa constrictor Crictor, mothered it, 
fed it bottles of milk and took it to the school where she taught. (Crictor by now 
could act out the alphabet and the first eight digits). Crictor captured a burglar 
and there is a pretty monument to him in the park. This Gallic spoof has absurdly 
beguiling pictures, eerily, airily, weirdly delightful. A rapturous reptile reverie. 
(Publ. LC: 58-5288) 


Honor. Books 
Yashima, Taro- UMBRELLA (Viking) 
de Regniers, Beatrice Schenk- CATS CATS CATS CATS CATS (Pantheon) 
Livingston, Myra Cohn- WHISPERS (Harcourt) 
Littlefield, William- THE WHISKERS OF HO HO (Lothrop, Lee & Shepard) 


CHILDREN EIGHT TO TWELVE 


First Prize 


Kalnay, Francis Harcourt, Brace 
CHUCARO $2.75 


Against the background‘ of the Argentine pampas is set this story of twelve- 
year-old Pedro, his rancher friend Juan, and Chucaro, a beautiful wild pony, whom 
Pedro catches and tames. When the autocratic ranch owner decides that his spoiled 
son must have the pony, Pedro and Juan, strong in their sense of friendship and their 
love of Chucaro, stand together in defiance of the patron. It is Chucaro, himself, 
however who finally determines who his owner shall be. A simple but effective story 
gains strength here from the colorful background of Argentine ranch life and by the 
author's ability to convey, simply, the tender, spontaneous feeling of the rancheros. 
Illustrated in black and white by Julian de Miskey. (Publ. LC: 58-5710) 


Honor. Books 
van der Loeff, Rutgers A.- AVALANCHE! (Morrow) 
Lewis, Hilda- THE SHIP THAT FLEW (Criterion) 
Pearce, Phillippa- THE MINNOW LEADS TO TREASURE (World) 
Valens, Evans G.- ME AND FRUMPET (Dutton ) 
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OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS 


First Prize 


Oxford 


Baumann, Hans 
SONS OF THE STEPPE $3.00 

* An adventure story, rich in action and scope, is this daring conception of 
conflict between two great Mongol warriors, grandsons of Genghis Khan, one a dedicated 
warrior, the other Kublai Khan of China who, having been civilized by the orientals, 
longs for peaceful pursuits. The two attitudes are irreconcilable, and despite the pro- 
found ties which bind these men, brother stands against brother in military and personal 
conflict. Mr. Baumann shows bold force and confidence in his panoramic handling of this 
vivid and complex world, and emerges with a story which is of primary dramatic and 


historical interest. (Publ. ) 


Honor Books 


Pope, Elizabeth Marie - THE SHERWOOD RING (Houghton, Mifflin) 
Sutcliff, Rosemary - THE SILVER BRANCH (Oxford) 

Turngren, Ellen - SHADOWS INTO MIST (Longmans, Green) 

Adams, Samuel Hopkins - CHINGO SMITH OF THE ERIE CANAL (Random House) 


EASY READING 


Doss, Helen Abingdon 
ALL THE CHILDREN OF THE WORLD 7 Cloth; $1.50 


The positive aspect of variation among human beings is the theme of this book 
which shows children of various races, nationalities, and physical types, playing to- 
gether in a world which is richer because each child is unique. Audrie Knapp's pictures, 
in bold primary colors, at once emphasize and romanticze the differentiating features of 
her doll-like children, and the simple, good-humored text assures the young reader that 
his place in the world is predicated upon his being "unique" and "just right”. (8/11) 


Friedman, Rose | Abingdon 
DAN DOOLEY'S LUCKY STAR Cloth; $1.75 


When Dan moves into an apartment which prohibits animals, he is faced with the 
heartbreaking task of finding a home for his dog, Lucky Star. In his search he meets 
all the pets of the neighborhood and their dissatisfied masters. And in finding the 
perfect situation for Lucky Star, he also finds more suitable homes for a monkey, a cat, 
& parrot, a pigeon, and a tank of gold fish. Suspense, based on the convincing love of 
a boy for his dog, a familiar neighborhood background, and a cast of recognizable grown 
ups, makes Dan Dooley's story, with its amusing illustrations by Vana Earle, appetizing 
fare for the young reader. (8/11) 


Holland, Janice : Abingdon 
HELLO, GEORGE WASHINGTON! Cloth; $1.75 


Even though George Washington is introduced to the young reader as a babe-in- 
arms and is followed in his career up to the point of his retirement, Janice Holland 
has not succeeded in rescuing him from that limbo in which he has floundered since the 
first American history book was written. Despite colorful illustrations, which occasion- 
ally achieve a nice early-American quality, and despite an interesting variation to the 
cherrytree story, America's first president never quite transcends the role of a somewhat 
one-dimensional figurehead of historical, rather than human interest. (8/11) 
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Liebers, Ruth & Abingdon 
Rothenberg, Lillian S EVIE FINDS A WAY Cloth; $1.75 


A little boy, a fence, and an intriguing assortment of construction machinery 
are the ingredients of this realistic children's story. For like most little boys, 
Stevie is fascinated by the activity of big machines and determines to find a way of 
watching them at work in a neighborhood lot. The fence is too high to see over. He 
tries peeping through a crack at the bottom, but soon is shooed away as a traffic 
menace, and his presence on the grounds themselves is decidedly against safety regu- 
lations. Still Stevie finds a way, and in the end, becomes a full-fledged sidewalk 
superintendent. Robert Doremus' illustrations grasp the rough power of the machines 
and the text should captivate any little boy who has ever strained on tip toe, to 
watch the grinding jaws of a power shovel. (8/11) 


Brock, Emma L. Knopf 
SKIPPING ISLAND Cloth; $2.95 


* There was nothing very special about Mrs. Fiddlefinger. She was a calm, good- 
natured woman who lived on a small island in Blue Kettle Lake and cooked delicious bis- 
cuits in her fat black stove, "Dash". There was nothing very special about her island 
either, until one day Mrs. Fiddlefinger found herself and her island moving, as if by 
magic, across the lake. After that there was no stopping Mrs. Fiddlefinger's island. 
Whenever a breeze blew and little waves splashed across the water, Skipping Island 
took off on a lively voyage across the lake. Did this bother Mrs. Findlefinger? No 
it did not. She was perfectly delighted. And so will the young reader be, both with 
this bit of whimsy founded on fact and with the author's homey colored illustrations. 


(8/18. Le: 58-9939) BJ2S 
is, Louise Dyer Little, Brown 
Pr ees Norman LITTLE RED NEWT $2.75 


* When Peter Morgan brings his teacher a little red lizard-like creature, none 
of the children are exactly sure what it is. But by the end of the year everyone in 
the class knows all about newts, and, incidentally, about several dozen other animals 
who come in contact with the newts. The children build their pet a terrarium, feed 
him, observe him through several cycles, and finally, when spring comes, put him back 
in the pond where he must spend his summer. This clear account of the habits of the 
newt, illustrated by Henry Bugbee Kane, is written in a simple, graphic style, which 
should give the young reader the sense that he is directly observing the animal in 
his various and interesting phases. It also describes a method which should be of 
help B88) school teacher in her handling of nature-study classes. (8/14. 
IC: 58- 


Beim, Jerrold Morrow 
COUNTRY MAILMAN Cloth; $2.50 


There was nothing little Ben Stone liked better than running along the coun- 
try road to meet the mailman. Everyday he came with letters for everyone, everyone, 
that is, except little Ben Stone. How he wanted a letter of his very own. A storm 
and a road block get him his wish -- not one, but four letters and all for little Ben 
Stone. Large, clear print, bright illustrations by Leonard Shortail, and the under- 
standing treatment of a very real situation, make this posthumous book of Jerrold 
Beim's a good choice for the easy reading level. (8/6. LC: 57-9066) 


Coates, Belle Scribner 
THAT COLT FIREPLUG Cloth; $2.50 


A boy and colt story with a different slant. The setting is a ranch in Cali- 
fornia, where a dry summer spells disaster and Tim faced the necessity of allowing his 
father to sell the colt, Fireplug, that he had raised from a runty piece of horseflesh- 
with a good pedigree of firehorses. How Fireplug earned his right to stay on the ranch 
when he gave the warning of a brush fire, carried the dampened sacks to the scene, and 
raced with Tim for help when the telephone lines were down, makes a story with more 
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content than often found in books at easy reading level. Wesley Dennis line drawings 
are an added factor in its popularity. (6/5. LC:58-6739) 
EIGHT TO ELEVEN-~ FICTION @ 
Guy, Anne Abingdon 
CUB SCOUT DONNY Cloth; $1.75 
The Cub Scouts are the real heroes of this story of a child's adjustment to a 
new neighborhood and school. How Donny Johnson overcomes the feeling of alienation 
through his activities with the scouts, makes up the core of this episodic story. Richard 
Crist's routine black and white illustrations and the bland narrative are compensated for 
by the variety of ideas presented here for activities in which a group of young children 
on the verge of Cub Scout age might participate. (8/11) 


Lide, Alice Alison Abingdon 
MAGIC WORD FOR ELIN Cloth; $2.25 


When Elin moves from Helsinki to the farm country of Finland, she determines 
that, here, at last, she will find the magic word that will give particular meaning to 
her life. Steeped in folk tradition of the Finnish epic, the «‘levala, Elin approaches 
her new life with enthusiasm and vigor. A mystery involving a haunted hill, and a profound 
desire to help her school build a sports club which will strengthen the youth of Finland, 
lead Elin into many adventures and finally to the discovery of her special word. As a 
portrait of modern Finland with its myriad reflections of Finland's legendary past, this 
text, into which are woven appropriate verses from the Aalevala, brings a new dimension 
to what would otherwise be an average girl's adventure story. Black and white illus- 


trations by Cheslie D'Andrea. (8/11) 
Doubleday © 


GREEN SMOKE $2.50 





Manning, Rosemary 


Somewhere on the coast of Cornwall a little girl named Sue who is eight years 
old meets a friendly green dragon who is aeons old. The dragon is exceedingly fond of 
almond buns, but would never dream of eating a little girl, and he strikes up a warm 
friendship with Sue. Together, they while away the summer months, the dragon reminiscing 
about that time long ago when King Arthur ruled and when Merlin worked his magic spells. 
Illustrated with fanciful black and white illustrations and told in a sunny, though some- 
what precious style, Green Smoke unlike Ruth Gannett's fy Father's Dragon ig not primarily 
a story of dragons, but uses the animal as a vehicle through which to tell informally the 
Arthurian tales, in a style suitable for younger readers. (8/7. LC:58-9200) 


Montgomery, Rutherford Doubleday 
IN HAPPY HOLLOW $2.50 


Elmer, a spotted skunk, the type that rarely offends, leaves his bride, Plumey, 
to seek fame as a song and dance guy in California's fictional animal reservation, Happy 
Hollow. Because they are the last of their breed and because she adores Elmer, Plumey 
sets after him. Angered by the competition of an ingenious flying squirrel, Elmer's 
skunkhood asserts itself and all the animals flee from him. It is this indiscretion which 
gives Plumey the key to Elmer's whereabouts and the two set off together with enthusiastic 
plans to perpetuate the race. Almost too crowded with animals, and despite Harold Berson's 
most appealing black and white illustrations - this departure from the author's usually 
straightforward and extremely successful nature stories, is disappointing. In writing for 
children of a younger age category, he has entered into a realm of fantasy with which he is © 
not very successful, in that he endows his animals with somewhat vulgar human qualities 
which seem neither appropriate to their genuine nature nor do they enhance the imaginative 
tone of the story. (8/7. LC:58-6602) 
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Lomask, Milton Farrar, Straus & Cudahy-Ariel 
THE SECRET OF GRANDFATHER'S DIARY $2.75 


Summers at grandmother's Connecticut farm are always exciting to eleven- 
year-old Denny and his nine-year-old sister, Joan. But it seems that Peter, the 
housekeeper's boy, is going to make this summer a little less agreeable with his 
strange unfriendly ways. Then, there have been three robberies at grandmother's, 
each time the thief stealing nothing but toys, and Denny, in spite of his growing 
fondness for Peter, fears that he is the culprit. It takes a beautiful blue vase 
and a torn sheet from a diary to vindicate Peter and lead to the apprehension of 
Smiley Magwood, notorious jewel thief. What is the secret of the blue vase, and why 
should an international thief be so interested in children's toys? Not only are these 
questions answered, but as a result of the mystery Peter learns the value of friend- 
ship. This is a fast paced, meticulously worked out mystery, combining the warmth 
of a family story with the suspense of a who-dun-it. (8/7. LC: 58-5321) 
IF 

Wriston, Hildreth Farrar, Straus & Cudahy-Ariel 

PUTT-PUTT SKIPPER $3.00 


To twelve-year-old Skip Morton, Vermont summers mean bright, exciting days 
on the lake... But this summer, the challenge of not being allowed on an older boy's 
houseboat, the Queen, threatens to obscure that brightness. When Skip proves that 
he really is responsible, saves the houseboat from crashing, and helps solve the 
mystery of who has cut the boat from its moorings, he is not only allowed on board, 
but is made first mate. Skip is proud of his new status, but he has learnt some- 
thing important about himself: Skip Morton would rather be captain of a little motor 
boat than second man on the Queen. Alone and contented at the bow of his own boat, 
he looks forward eagerly to the rest of the summer. Combining a good store of out- 
door material with a gentle but engrossing mystery, this is surefire vacation read- 


ing for boys. (8/z/¢ Le: 58-6976) 


Floethe, Louise & Harper 
Floethe, Richard TERRY SETS SAIL Cloth; $2.00 


Terry's island summer, he hopes, will be full of adventure, treasure, and 
good works. It is, though hardly in the way he expects: an adventure with a flock of 
angry sea gulls, a treasure in clams, and a real rescue of a stranded fisherman, make 
up just some of the episodes of this simple, fast-moving narrative which is convinc- 
ingly illustrated in black and white-line drawings. Though there is no departure 
from reality here, Terry Sets Sail amply conveys the magic a young boy feels when, 
at the bow of his own little pram, he sees the white sail swell under the force of 
a tangy salt wind. (8/6. LC: 58-7760) 


DeLeeuw, Adele and Cateau Little, Brown 
THE STRANGE GARDEN $3.00 


The DeLeeuw sisters, who have for a long time, been writing successfully for 
young readers, seem to be somewhat out of their element in this animal fantasy of a | 
dispossessed cat named Mandy. We first encounter Mandy, in her strange garden, as 
she befriends a variety of squirrels, robins, and rabbits. An extraordinarily dis- 
criminating cat, she apparently is able to maintain these friendships while contem- 
plating a dinner of live mouse or fish. Then, just as we have accepted Mandy as a 
kind of feline Robinhood, superbly independent and unhampered by gross animal in- 
stincts, there is a switch and we meet Mandy, the “nobody's girl" cat, who decides, 
as she succumbs to a bowl of cream, that it is, after all, very nice to belong to a 
family. Alas, poor Mandy, too human to be a cat, and too catlike to be human, she is 
one of those uncomfortable misfits of fiction, who are doomed to wander forlornly 
through the limbo of pathetic fallacies. (8/13. LC: 58-8480) 
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Nash, Mary Little Brown 
WHILE MRS. COVERLET WAS AWAY $3.00 r’ 


* With their father away on a trip to New Zealand and Mrs. Coverlet, the house- 
keeper, suddenly summoned home, the three Persever children are faced with running things 
themselves. And they do. Money is no problem for Toad Persever, the baby of the family, 
when he discovers that his tortoise cat, Nervous, was not meant to be a mama, but is in 
fact, a fabulously valuable male. And then there is his magic food formula, which for a 
while, at least, keeps the three children busy and rich. Practical Molly takes over the 
cooking and the three children thrive on her unvaried menu of hamburger. And Malcolm, 
the oldest, feels generally contented except for occassional twinges from his "very 
complicated" conscience. This really funny book establishes the Persevers as a welcome 
addition to that repertoire of favorite literary families who are neither too good nor 
too bad, but always full of hilarious surprises. (7/23. LC:58-8489) 


Savery, Constance Longmans , Green 
| MAGIC IN MY SHOES $2.75 


Hovering between fact and fantasy, this story set in eighteenth century England, 
of ten-year-old Josset Ormond and his friend, Sally, draws a pleasant, though occasionally 
confusing, picture of a child's life at that time. Though the mystery of Josset Ormond's 
apparently triple personality, his malnutrition in spite of the fact that he eats enough 
for three boys, his uneven performances as a student, are resolved in a somewhat far fetched 
fashion, when he turns out to be, not one child, but triplets, the charm with which 
Constance Savory presents her characters and the gentle pastimes which absorb them, largely 
compensates for this flaw. (8/1. LC:58-7331) 


Clark, Billy C. Putnam 
THE MOONEYED HOUND $2.75 @ 


* In all of the state of Kentucky, there is probably no dog like Jeb's bob-tailed, 
moon-eyed hound. Blind in one eye, he is-Grandma Quildy assures Jed- marked for some 
special purpose. Jeb believes that like Sampson and Job, Mooneye has been denied in 
order that he may be rewarded twofold through his master's faith. And the boy and his dog 
are rewarded when Mooneye not only turns out to be a great coon hunter, but against all 
odds, becomes Kentucky's champion hound. A biblical motif is firmly welded to this poignant 
and adventuresome story of a small boy's love for a handicapped dog, set against a back- 
ground of pioneer simplicity and stamina. (8/5. LC:58-10204) 


me 25 Putnam 


Weiss, Harvey 
PAUL'S HORSE HERMAN $2.50 


* A twenty-eight-year-old horse is-not likely to be a live horse, but if he is alive, 
the chances are he will not be particularly frisky. Even so, Paul and his two friends, 
Jessica and John Thomas, manage to have quite a lively day with sleepy old Herman,when they 
decide to take him on a little trip across the river. Their wagon, which has been converted 
for the occasion into a boat, leaks, and Herman, having just been fed a great dose of salt, 
obligingly bails. When this device does not work, and the boat sinks, it is tired old 
Herman who rescues the children. This story of a lackadaisical horse with a straw hat, 
illustrated with whimsical drawings by the author, sustains comic force throughout, and 
never departing from the realm of possibility, it moves brightly along the brink of 
hilarious nonsense. (8A. LC:58-10211) 


Pritchett, Lulita& Crawford Franklin Watts 
THE CABIN AT MEDICINE SPRINGS $2.95 





Lots of hosses, lots of injuns, and lots of cozy frontier folk fill in the gaps 
in this dreary story of pioneer life in Colorado. The injuns, some good, some bad, are, 
with a shrug, driven out of the coveted mineral spring section, because we are told, 





June 1, 1958 Eight to Eleven- Fiction- continued 381 (J-119) 


"civilization is pushing its way into the last frontiers and the Indians must give 
way." Unfortunately they are a long time in going which leaves lots of room for 
Ma, Pa, and all the good little children to unwind the mechanical little story of 
man's staking and protecting a land claim. (8/? LC:58-9973) 


Steinman, Beatrice Franklin Watts 
THIS RAILROAD DISAPPEARS $2.95 


At the core of this story of twelve-year-old Seth, a Connecticut school 
boy, is the larger and arresting drama of the underground slave railway. Son of an 
abolitionist, Seth, himself, becomes a conductor, and more than once saves runaway 
Negroes from the ultimate degredation of being returned to bondage, having known 
freedom. The working of the railroad, the personalities, white and Negro, who ran 
it, and the general spirit of those tense times, are discreetly woven into this simple 
but sympathetic adventure story. (8/? LC:58-10943) 


Stone, Eugenia’ Franklin Watts 
MAGPIE HILL $2.95 


What could be more natural than a camel in the midst of a desert? Almost 
anything, if that desert happens to be smack in the midst of modern America. How 
Tad Bean, and his cat Jellybean get involved with one camel who subsequently leads 
them to another camel, who, in turn leads them to a fabulous gold mine, is the story 
of this slightly more than usually wild, wild-west adventure. Alan Moyler's pixi- 
lated black and white illustrations and Eugenia Stone's unabashed ability to say 
it convincingly, make the tale of Magpie Hill an endearing and riotous bit of desert 
madness. (8/? LC:58-9969) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- NON-FICTION 


Weir, Ruth Cromer Abingdon 
JOHN PAUL JONES OF THE U.S. NAVY Cloth; $1.75 


* The biography of John Paul Jones, born John Paul, is a tale of adventure 
and courage matching that of any account of a fictional hero. Against the background 
of the American revolution, Captain Jones establishes himself as the first naval hero 
of the U.S. navy. But even as a small boy in Scotland, Jones dreams of proud sailing 
ships. And weaned on his grandfather's stories of Scottish heroism, his young blood 
is fired with patriotic fervor. His manifold adventures as an apprentice, his meteoric 
rise to captaincy, his subsequent bouts with mutiny and murder, and his achievements . 
' as an American captain, which culminated in the famous battle between the Bonhomme 
Richard and the Serapis, mark the fullfilment of his boyhood dreams and clearly indi- 
cate that his was a life that reached the proportions of heroic romance. Effectively 
illustrated in black and white by Edward Shenton, this addition to the Makers of 
America series should find a welcome place both iin and out of the class room. (8/11) 


Morrow, Betty _ Harper 
SEE UP THE MOUNTAIN Lib. Ed. $3.25; Cloth; $2.50 


Uniform with the See Through series, Betty Morrow takes her reader on a 
leisurely climb up a California mountain. Each level is examined and illustrated 
with pictures by Winifred Lubell. One pauses here and there to examine the vegeta- 
tion, the animals and insects, and the topography. And one asks questions as the 
scenes change so that by the time the snowcapyed peak is reached, the young traveller 
has begun to grasp the complexity of the life’ and form of a mountain. Though rich 
in information, See Up The Mountain does not exploit the potential excitement of its 
subject, so that, in the end, one is exhausteii rather than refreshed by the strenuous 


climb. (8/6. LC:58-7758) 
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Buehr, Walter 1% Putnam 
CARGOES IN THE SKY 2 $2.50 


The evolution of cargo freight planes is the subject of this highly factual 

and specialized book for young readers. The necessity and advantages of this type of 
freight transport is illustrated, and instances are cited in which the transportation of 
material by this means literally saved an entire economy. An intrinsically interesting 
topic, there is something too condensed, too pamphlet-like about the treatment here to 
recommend it as a book of general entertainment. However, its lucid and compact style 
should make it a distinct aid as a supplement to class work on the subject of transporta- 
tion. (7/15. LC:58-10203) 

Franklin Watts 
THE FIRST BOOK OF THE SUPREME COURT $1.95 


* Another in the First Book series, this analysis and explanation of the United 
States Supreme Court, by journalist Harold Coy, is outstanding both in its thoroughness 
and in the animation with which it treats the subject of American jurisprudence. Helen 
Borten's stylized illustrations give force to the step by step discussion of the court, 
its functions, and its relationship to American social theory. Frequent interjections 
of actual or hypothetical cases lend vigor to this compact and revealing text which is 
recommended both for class and supplementary reading. (7/14. LC:58-6507) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- FICTION 


Campbell, Virginia Dodd, Mead 
UNEXPECTED VERDICT $2.75 


There is practically nothing unexpected in this routine story of a seventeen- 
year-old Kansas girl who is faced with the problem of supporting herself and her twelve- | 
year-old brother, when they are suddenly orphaned. A substantial inheritance, a career, ©} 
the promise of marriage, all materialize over a period of three weeks!--There are just no 
ingredients left out of this pie-in-the-sky story except, perhaps, characterization, 
suspense and theme. (8/11) 


Coy, Harold 





Dodd, Mead 


Butters, Dorothy Gilman 
HEARTBREAK STREET $2.75 


* Kitty Boxc's struggle to overcome the hostility she feels toward her 
Czechoslovakian immigrant background, her home in the tenement district of a New England 
town, and above all, toward herself, is the theme of this convincing novel of teen-age love 
and bewilderment. Beautiful and intelligent, Kitty is determined that she will emancipate 
herself from the environment which has barred her from the pleasures enjoyed by her well- 
to-do schoolmates. She dreams of the rich Dean Tracy, forever- she believes- beyond her 
reach. A summer of gruelling factory vork, a romantic brush with Dean, and the ultimate 
understanding that a "good" address is not the ticket to security, lead Kitty to the 
threshold of adult love. Dorothy Gilman Butters' heroine is vivid as is her candid treat- 
ment of a subject which happily transcends the generally cramped confines of teen-aged 
fiction. (8/4. LC:58-8724) 


Lewis, Milton Dodd, Mead 
DAVID WHITE: Crime Reporter $3.00 


This career book for teen-agers, written by a member of the New York Jerald 
Tribune reporting staff, treats, in fictional form, a young man's first year on a New York 
paper. It traces David White's first faltering steps as a bud reporter, his first byline, 
his almost fatal mistake, and his gradual emergence, at twenty-two, into professional 
maturity. The plot, into which a wholesome love story is lightly woven, is comprised of @ 
various episodes, many of which are recognizably based on true news items, and which are 
not only in themselves intrinsically interesting, but point out to the teen-age reader, 
those subtle but basic attitudes which distinguish the vague enthusiasm for a glamorous 
career from a truly professional approach to journalism. (8/11. LC :58-9901 ) 
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Mystery Writers of America Dodd, Mead 
BIG TIME MYSTERIES $3.00 


Fifteen of America's most popular mystery writers are represented in this 
fast moving anthology. For those who like their fiction condensed and well constructed, 
Big Time Mysteries maintains the standard of competent, professional fiction. Intrigue, 
violence and the shock ending, are the bill of fare, and the reader with an appetite 
for capsule-sized adventure,cleanly served, will relish this savory of suspense. 


(8/11. LC: 58-10781) 


Derleth, August Duell, Sioan & Pearce 
: THE MOON TENDERS $3.00 


When Sim and Steve decide to build a raft and float forty miles down the 
Wisconsin River during the summer of 1922, they do not anticipate the adventure that 
awaits them at Bogus Bluff. But Steve, the more imaginative of the two, has heard 
rumors of buried treasure there, and treasure there is -- a fortune in counterfeit 
buffalo nickels. The boys seem to be in a spot when they are confronted by the 
counterfeiters themselves, but are finally released, promising to keep their dis- 
covery a secret. How and why the boys tell of their adventure, and the results of 
their confession, makes a slight but entertaining yarn of youth growing into manhood. 
(8/2. LC: 58-10439) 


Friermood, Elisabeth Hamilton Doubleday 
HEAD HIGH, ELLEN BRODY $2.95 


Redhead Ellen Brody, just seventeen at the turn of the century, reflects in 
her high-spirited enthusiasm, the spirit of growth and dynamism so prevalent in the 
Mid-West at that time. Well endowed with beauty and talent, Ellen is torn between her 
desire to lift herself from the underprivileged environment in which she lives by 
pursuing the career of a fashion designer and en increasingly strong urge to serve 
in some higher cause. Her romance with a dedicated young social worker helps her to 
resolve this conflict and in the end, as an exuberant and determined young bride, she 
assumes a role in her home community which promises excitement and gratification. A 
mechanical story is revived here by a nice feeling of period and by an essentially 
interesting conflict between personal and spiritual gratification. (8/7. LC:58-9185) 


Summers, James L. Doubleday 
HEARTBREAK HOT ROD $2.95 


This story set in contemporary California is a teen-age triangle involving 
Richard Curtis, his fifteen-year old neighbor, Susan, and a broken down 1925 auto- 
mobile. Richard, sick with the loye of automobiles, comes very close to disaster 
when he ignores the law which stipulates that he must wait three months until he is 
sixteen, in order to drive legally. But Susan, sick with love of Richard saves him 
from a nasty tangle with the authorities. Out of their combined malaise evolves a 
healthy and colorful relationship. A misleading title, Heartbreak Hot Rod is a gentle, 
humorous account of adolescence, and there is real poignancy in Susan's final realiza- 
tion that she loves that half-oaf, half-genius American male who, overwhelmed by the 
romance of machinery, must be delicately weaned to more human, adult affections. 


(8/7. LC: 57-10466) 


Brucker, Margaretta Farrar, Straus & Cudahy-Ariel 
NEW BOY IN TOWN ' $3.00 


* A constructive and at the same time moving approach to a double teen age 
problem - a father's second marriage, and “going steady". It is hard for 16-year old 
Judy Harrison to adjust to her widowed father's announcement that he plans to marry 
Carrol Johnson, for there is the threat to her close relationship with her father. 

What makes it harder still is that Carroll's son, Stephen, is the first boy Judy has 

ever cared for. There's the temptation to accept the pattern of her high school friends 
and enter a binding relationship with Stephen. But, in facing her personal challenge 

of readjustment, Judy recognizes that at sixteen she is just on the verge of adult life, 
and not ready for pe ent commitments. There's something substantial here for the 
‘teen age readers. (8/f) | 
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Pohl, Frederick & Gnome Press 
Williamson, Jack UNDERSEA CITY $2.75 


A world far beneath the sea, but irritatingly like our own, comprises the 
setting of this unlikely science fiction tale. Cadet Eden, a member of the Sub-Sea 
Academy, is proud to be the nephew of the man who made possible the gigantic metropolis, 
full fathoms five, by his invention of a substance called Edenite. But when earthquakes 
threaten the happy pattern of buying and selling, Cadet Eden fears that his uncle is 
manufacturing these catastrophes in order to shake the under-water stock market so that 
he can buy low. The good old man is, in the end, redeemed, when it is shown that in 
producing little earthquakes he has provided an antidote against really destructive 
eruptions, and Cadet Eden floats proudly back to his watery enterprises. There is some- 
thing fishy about this tasteless world, which despite the authors' attempt to endow it 
with a new dimension of reality, is, in fact, nothing more than a gross reflection of what 
is already a cliche of mediocre fiction. (8/7) 


Decker, Duane Morrow 
LONG BALL TO LEFT FIELD $2.95 


Mike Jaffe, twenty-year old baseball pro, has lived all his life to fulfill his 
father's frustrated desire to pitch for a major team. When the Blue Socks insist that 
he play outfield, Mike rebels, plays half heartedly, and finally walks out on the team. 
After a bitter stretch with the ball clubs, Mike learns from the fans that the first mark 
of a good athlete is loyalty to his team, and returning to the Socks as an outfielder, 
plays a major part in their spectacular victory. There is a good story here, and Duane 
Decker, true to form, captures the pace and economy of good professional sports writing 
without ever getting forbiddingly technical. (8/6.. LC:58-7488) 


McCormick, Wilfred Putnam 
THE BIG NINTH- A Bronc Burnett story $2.50 


Bronce Burnett, pitcher for Sonora Nevada's Junior Legion team, is a champion 
and belongs to & champion team. Having won a New York competition, he looks enthusiastic- 
ally forward to the homecoming game in which, he believes, Sonora will be pitted against 
a major team. When he learns that it is Spur, a neighboring town, they will play, he is 
bitterly resentful and makes his feelings public. From then on the two usually friendly 
towns become enemies, there is bitter animosity between the two teams, morale drops among 
the Sonoras, and finally Bronc's friends and fans turn against him. This rejection hurts 
the young athlete, but from his pain he gains a new dimension, basic to all top athletes. 
He becomes a humble and cooperative human being. Lots of technical ball talk and a run of 
the mill story of a boy with a bat add up here to just another run around the diamond. 
(7/6. LC:58-10207) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Wibberley, Leonard Farrar, Straus: -Ariel 
WES POWELL, CONQUEROR OF THE GRAND CANYON $3.00 


* John Wesley Powell, geologist and ethnologist, was one of the most daring heroes 
of the old West. His was not a battle fought with guns and fists, but rather a victory 
of mind in which the weapons were a profound love and understanding of nature. His bio- 
graphy is a consistent record of courage and dedication: it is an account of a man, who, 
having only one arm as a result of an injury sustained during the Civil War, was the first 
to explore the course of the Colorado River; who fought valiantly for water and forest 
conservation; who long before the automobile, recognized the potential value of petroleun, 
who preserved for posterity the customs and languages of the American Indian; who helped 


organize the Bureau which still produces the geological maps of the United States, and, who, 


himself, mapped out great regions of hitherto unexplored territories of this country. 7 
Allowing facts to speak for themselves, Leonard Wibberley writes with authority, unfolding 
here a uniquely informative and inspiring portrait of one of the least celebrated and most 
effective figures in the history of the United States. (8/f. LC:58-10764) 
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Meyer, Edith Patterson Little, Brown 
DYNAMITE AND PEACE, THE STORY OF ALFRED NOBEL $3.50 


The paradox inherent in the dual contributions of Alfred Nobel, the inventor 
of dynamite and the founder of the Nobel peace prize, makes up the core of this straight- 
forward biography of the millionaire inventor. Himself, a man of paradoxes, he was in- 
tensely warm, but lived the solitary life of a genius. Dedicated to peace, he gave man 
one of the most lethal weapons at his disposal. Though Edith Patterson Meyer handles 
her subject with scholarly precision, her account of Nobel's life from his childhood 
in Sweden to his lonely death in San Remo is so unadorned with dramatic device as to 
make this a valuable, but frequently monotonous, biography. (8/12. LC: 58-8487) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


June 9 
Gassner, John-  /d. , Crown 
BEST PLAYS OF THE MODERN AMERICAN $5.75 
THEATRE- fourth Series 1952-1957 Text; $4.25 


Another in the series of American drama anthologies, this latest volume of 
John Gassner's represents five years of outstanding Broadway productions. Each play 
is accompanied by an individual introduction and a brief survey of the Broadway scene 
of the last five years, which gives continuity and context to the collection. A sup- 
plementary list of plays and a bibliography recommend this as an asset to students 
of drama and playwriting. Full report on p. 365. (7/9. LC: 58-12830) 


Maiden, Cecil | Crowell 
JONATHAN FOUND $3.50 


Adventure and sentiment are at the core of this story of eight-year-old Jona- 
than. Orphaned in pre-war China when his missionary parents are killed, he escapes to 
the United States with the help of a wealthy man who subsequently adopts him. Jona- 
than's problems of adjustment to his new home and his neurotic stepmother, his stoi- 
cism in the face of domestic turmoil, and his ultimate acceptance of his new family 
make up an entertaining and appealing portrayal of a boy's search for home. Full 
report on p. 364. (7/?. LC: 58-5673) 


Renault, Mary Pantheon 
THE KING MUST DIE $4.50 


* This is an enchanting recapturing of the events leading up to the story of 
Theseus - and of its culmination in the minotaur myth. One has a sense of living in 
the period in ancient Greece; of experiencing with the band of youths and maidens the 
training for the ring which held their fate as victims of the lust for vengeance on 
the part of the ruler of Crete. There's a poignant love story- with a tragic ending - 
but the book as a whole merits acceptance as giving veracity to the period in history 
so recently brought to life by archaeological discoveries. Full report on p. 341. 
(7/14. LC: 58-7202) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


O'Hagen, Howard Doubleday 
WILDERNESS MEN $3.95 


This is an account of ten men of the West - exiles - three Indians seven 
white men, who met life alone, in the forests of the Pacific slopes, in the Rockies, 
on the northern prairies or in the wastes of the Arctic. Related in a highly drama- 
tized manner, these stories deal with man's battle either with nature or with man, and 
on the whole tend to be somewhat exaggerated and uneven in quality. Full report on 


p- 369. (7/17. LC: 58-7364) 
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Marsh, Irvine T. & 
Ehre, Edward Dutton 
BEST SPORTS STORIES: 1958 fdition $3.95 


Number fourteen in the annual series of "bests" in the world of sports, this 
collection of stories, newspaper articles, and photographs, does an admirable job at 
covering the American athletic scene of the past year, and also includes a list of 
championships won in every individual field of sport. Though there is less emphasis on 
humor and human interest here than in earlier editions, both the avid specialist and 
the uninitiate will find in these professionally acute glimpses,material which is at 
once entertaining and illuminating. Full report on p. 365. (6/20) 


Dunaway, Philip & Random House 
de Kay, George-fds. THE TURNING POINT , $5.00 


That point in the lives of fifty historical figures, which altered the course 
of human destiny and illuminated character, is focussed on in this unusual anthology. Of 
necessity there must be something arbitrary and somewhat flexible in the structure of a 


collection which includes such different personalities as Robert E. Lee, Thoreau, Socrates, 


Beethoven, Thomas Merton, and Christ. Though there will be questions raised as to the 
accuracy of interpretation given to these incidents or the suitability of including then, 
this is on the whole an interesting and engrossing record. Full report on p. 368. (7/? 
LC :58-5267) 


Leckie, Robert Random House 
LORD WHAT A FAMILY! ? $3.50 


A good humored impression of what it was like to grow up in a kind of circus of 


females, is given here by the author, the youngest male child in a family of eight children, 


five of whom were girls, as he looks back on his childhood in the thirties. Rich in 
incident and domestic detail, Robert Leckie's account of fun and fury within a lively 
family makes for light but highly entertaining reading. Full report on p. 368. (7/7 
LC :58-9864 ) 


Jenkins, John Holland Univ. of Texas Press 
RECOLLECTIONS OF EARLY TEXAS $3.00 


A sturdy homespun record, John Holmes Jenkins' editing of his grandfather's 
first hand account of early days in Texas presents a picture of incredible danger and 


obstacles. Set in the 1830's and 1840's, the writer describes not only the conflict of the 


settlers with the various tribes of hostile Indians, but also the sporadic outbursts of 
conflict with the Mexicans. In contrast to horrors recounted by the survivors of these 
hardships, is a more heartening picture of the warm communal atmosphere of pioneer life. 


Not great literature -but of intense historical interest,which does not lack for excitement. 


Full report on p. 367. (6/23) 


BOOKS FOR PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Bereday, George & 
Volpicelli, Luigi- fds Harper 
PUBLIC EDUCATION IN AMERICA ; $4 £00 


This collection represents the appraisals of seventeen American educators of 
the principles, objectives and direction of American education. Ranging in quality from 
the naive to the perspicacious, these essays touch on such vital subjects as race problems, 
federal control, social class, the levels of education, private schools, and the philoso- 
phical schools of educational thought. The impact of this authoritative statement is an 
affirmative one and of interest to both parents and teachers. Full report on p. 348. 


(6/25. LC:58-798) 
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Special Note: 


Nothing sure for the big money, but for various and sundry reasons there are several 
not to be overlooked. Anthony Powell is assuredly one of Britain's significant 
writers— now with AT LADY MOLLY'S (Little, Brown). Willard Motley'’s shocking LET NO 
MAN WRITE MY EPITAPH (Random House) is hard to take but does an obsessive, extensive 
"Lost week-end" on narcotics and Chicago's underwold. For complete relief- there’s 
summer fare in a new Rose Franken Claudia story, THE ANTIC YEARS (Doubleday). And 
for the distaff angle on CATCHER IN THE RYE, have a look at THE WORLD OF HENRY 
ORIENT by Nora Johnson (Little, Brown-AMP). See pages following for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Fiction 
June 16 


Long, Haniel Pantheon 
SPRING RETURNS $3.95 


This last novel of the poet, the mystic, the man of faith who is perhaps 
best remembered for his Interlinear to Cabeza de Vaca hasan eloquent introduction by 
Anne Morrow Lindbergh as the fullest expression of his "search for the unitary inner 
vision" at the basis of his earlier writing. Posthumously published, its greatest 
reality is in its messianic message, which is essentially that through love- those 
who are emotionally and spiritually maimed can find strength and salvation. Roger 
Wake, who has an "affinity with suffering and loneliness", an orphan, is the head 
of a group in upper New York State-. both younger and older than he is- who turn to 
him for healing. The worldly Isabel comes to stay with the "clan" and find sanctuary- 
she is extremely despondent- and at the close- through the act which saves Roger's life 
is returned to her former seif..... The fictional framework is obviously negligible; 
it is primarily a work of inspirational intent- relying on its rather muzzy mystique 
and a fervent sentimentality. (LC:58-7203) 


July 7 


Wolfe, Winifred Random House 
ASK ANY GIRL $3.50 


Margaret Wheeler, 21 and from Wilkes-Barre, Pa., has a love affair with 
New York City and falls in love with more than one man - to discover the man she 
hates is the one for her. From the "nunnery" (a girls' hotel), to sharing an apart- 
ment in the Village, to her own place uptown, Meg, who is a lively pilot. to her own 
flights of fancy, decides that "holy matrimony is not immoral" and manages to avoid 
bed before she is wed. Her campaign for Ross Tate leaves her disenchanted, her job 
with a market research organization lands her in jail when field work leads to inter- 
viewing prostitutes and she inveigles Miles Doughton, head of the firm, to depth 
probe his brother, Evan, so that Meg may manipulate him into proposing....So- she 
gets Miles. A giddy to silly tour of a working girl's life in the big city, this is 
stretched a bit too far to be wholly amusing. (LC:58-10314). 
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July 8 





Little, Brown 


Dinneen, Joseph F. 

QUEEN MIDAS $3.75 
A not altogether fair exchange for the story of the robbery- (The Alternate 

Case originally scheduled at this time on Little, Brown's list, see page 361) this also 

uses a stenographic technique to document the life of a woman with an unerring instinct 

for money. Pegeen O'Connell, penniless when she immigrated to Boylston (Mass.) in 1896, 

became a financial adventurer who couldn't lose, but had her start sewing mattresses and 

knitting sweaters. Happily married to Pat, for whom she later bought a city job, the 

mother of four, Pegeen invested her first small savings in real estate, pyramided them 

into millions (a fact kept from her family), secured a political career for her son Mike. 

A hunch- and a hairdresser's remark- led her to liquidate her holdings just before the 

crash and she put four million in six safe deposit boxes- until the time was right to 

buy up a hotel chain- and a newspaper, for her second son.... A pretty woman, uncorrupted 

by the money and power she acquired, she was still running her house (and cooking all 

meals) as well as her enterprises. This is an account of a career rather than a crime 

with the same semi-fictional approach of his earlier books. 


July 14 


Blythe, LeGette Holt 
CALL DOWN THE STORM $3.95 


It is Holly Grove, Dr. Claiborne Cardell's home in North Carolina, that is part 
of the continuing story of the results of his long association with Sarah Gordon, his 
mulatto housekeeper. He returns from medical school in Philadelphia to carry on the place, ©} 
finds solace in Sarah although he plans to marry Melissa Osborne, and permanently with- 
draws when Melissa chooses Charley Gunn, an aspiring and perspiring estate manager. 
Claiborne's brood by Sarah is numerous but it is only Cleo who gets away - to pass as white. 
Two generations later Sarah's great-granddaughter comes to teach and to be actively inter- 
ested in the question of integration, and to fall in love with Osborne Gunn, whose views 
and feelings are far more liberal than the young Sarah's. Osborne buys and restores Holly 
Grove for Sarah-and their marriage and, never knowing the truth of her parentage, both 
effect a combination of issues and races. A serious concern over Southern questions, 
this handles its controversial questions sedately. (LC:58-7637) 


July 17 


Simenon, Georges Doubleday 
IN CASE OF EMERGENCY $3.50 


Told in the first person by Maitre Lucien Gobillot who has a name for getting 
his clients off, this is a dossier on himself in which, using his legal expertness, he 
examines the path he has taken and the belief that all will end badly. For a year young 
Yvette has been his mistress after he has cleared her of a holdup charge. For a year he 
has let his marriage, his social life and his profession deteriorate, and all the time 
Yvette has followed her own interest in other men always returning to Gobillot. She has 
introduced Jeanine into his life and made her a part of their sexual experiences; she is 
now involved with an ambitious young doctor who wants to marry her and Gobillot can only 
hope she will again return to him. She vanishes - and is found murdered by the doctor 
and Gobillot refuses to stay out of the case. Here is man's fear of himself, his know- 
ledge of the thing that is happening and his inability to stop it, and the ways in which © 
he has allowed himself to reach a cynical, despairing acceptance. An unsparing case 
history for the clinically minded. (LC:58-9371) (Q) 
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July 24 










Powell, Anthony Little, Brown 
| AT LADY MOLLY'S $3.75 








A continuation of the series known as The Music of Time which began with 
A Question of Upbringing, was followed by A Buyer's Market and The Acceptance World 
(Scribner published these) again has no immediate objective in sight over and above 
the entertainment it affords. As social portraiture it is perhaps unequalled; the 
individual volumes are more formless than C.P. Snow's class-structured saga of a / 
changing England, but they manifest a satiric subtlety which justifies the compa- 
rison which has been made with the early Waugh.... Again in intermittent interludes, 
the characters introduced before reappear--- the lives of the younger people 
(Stringham, Templer, Widmerpool, and Nicholas Jenkins- the spectator-narrator) are 
no further resolved; the older members of the society they frequent are figures fos- 
silized in an earlier era. Jenkins is the intermediary through whose quizzical eyes 
they are seen; Widmerpool, still aggrieved and sententious, as he contemplates 
marriage with a certain malaise to the twice-widowed, older Mildred Haycock; Lady 
Molly, at whose house they sometimes convene, whose easygoing life draws criticisn, 
as does her lower class husband Jeavons who escapes domesticity in occasional rounds 
of dissipation; Quiggin, the left wing critic, who loses his faithless Mona to the 
eccentric Erridge; Jenkins himself always desultory in his relationships, who seems 
closer to commitment by the close of this book as he intends to marry Erridge's 
sister.... In England, this series has met with unqualified enthusiasm; the audience 
here may be more marginal and can best be gauged by the previous books. (LC:58-10681) 


July 29 


Llewellyn, Richard Doubleday 
® CHEZ PAVAN $3.95 


Anyone fascinated.and curious regarding the behind the scenes workings of 
a luxury hotel or restaurant will find this unusual novel of Llewellyn's appetizing 
reading. The central figure in his novel (which frankly I found overlong and wordy) 
is M. Charles, chosen by the owner of "Chez Pavan" as his understudy, and moved up 
from the role of a head waiter to positions of increasing responsibility. But for 
M. Charles there were two grave disadvantages,- his romance with the head flower 
mistress comes under fire and he loses her to another employee; and he finds that in 
his new roles, he is involved with Mlle. Pavan, whose surveillance he finds difficult 
to handle. Here is a story, meticulously detailed as to the handlings of every minute 
aspect of operation, inextricably involved in the machinations of the personnel, the 
clientele, the incredible discipline exerted by M. Pavan. Ultimately, M. Charles 
launches forth into his own auberge, away from Paris- only to succumb to the lure of 
once again taking his place in the reconstructed Chez Pavan, back in his beloved 
Paris. An intricate and unevenly interesting experiment. (LC:58-9373) 


































August 6 


Coates, John Morrow -Sloane 
THE WIDOW'S TALE or The Indiscretions of Lettice $3.50 


‘ Daydreaming, myopic widow Lettice, whose dead husband's marital precepts 
work all too well with unattached males, is caught in a "who's baby are you" when her 
voluntary acquiescence leads to pregnancy. Deciding that her fiance will be adequate 
as a parent, when she again meets the actual father (also engaged), she produces 
stratagems that involve her half sister, her mother's current husband (without marriage), 

®@ her fiance and the wanted Hector's bride to be. Walking out on her wedding to Dick, 
tossing him to her half sister, and trying to annex Hector, Lettice achieves respec- 
tability through dishonor in spite of difficult wickets for her puss-in-the-corner 
companions. British urbanity with a happy insanity, these effect a light touch for 
logic in the amoral manner, perhaps spinning its fun a bit thin. A blue-nose by-pass 
here. (LC:58-9369) — 
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Motley, Willard Random House 
LET NO MAN WRITE MY EPITAPH : $4.95 





Narcotics' addiction has been an aspect of a good many books. This is the 
first one I have seen in which it is the overwhelmingly dominant theme. And it is 
handled so that the reader virtually lives each step of the way as an innocent person, 
whose life holds no ray of hope, is deliverately made into an addict. Chicago's under- 
world of young people, with all the counts against them; middle aged, who can't pull 
themselves out of the muck; old people, whose last hope has faded. The story is almost 
incidental to the expose of the tragedy of addiction, of pushers, perverts, prostitutes, 
crooks, gangsters, small and large - and of the few, the very few, in authority who care 
enough to risk unorthodox means to help. The plot revolves around young Nick Romano, il- 
legitimate son of a "pretty boy" crook who died in the electric chair, and of Nellie, 
who wants to pull herself up out of the slum where they live and give him a chance to be 
better than his father. And then the man she gets involved with turns her into an addict | 
to hold her. Young Nick has a tiny group of men - no better than the others around them- 
except for this one goal they have,- to save Nick and help him be himself. Four men on 
one boy - a slender reed. And then there's the cop, Forbes, who believes in him, and | 
twice saves him at strategic moments when society is against him. And there's Grant, a ; 
writer, who had known his father - and who was investigating the drug racket- and Grant's 
daughter, Barbara, who sees beyond the things that set Nick apart from what she has known. 
There's little of hope and much of desperation in the story. Motley lets his role as a 
crusader smother his story again and again. But in final analysis- if the reader can go 
the course- both story and crusade come through. (1C:58-7667) (Q) 


August 7 2.\ 





Franken, Rose Doubleday 
THE ANTIC YEARS $3.95 


Claudia, who immortalized immaturity in the earlier books, is now 30, 12 years 
merried, and off to Europe with David, the faithful Bertha, and the two youngsters for a 
vacation which Julia and Hartley's death (and money) has made possible. Still young at 
heart, Claudia has new life experiences to face: seasickness; her first drinks; jealousy 
of Linda Harwell- on shipboard, then of another woman once in England; apprehension over 
David's non-appearance; a trip to the Continent and a short dream of David's retirement 
to a farm in Aix- until they are called home..... It is all reassuringly unchanged and | 
familiar, and Claudia is still growing up for that audience (not to be minimized) which 
has not outgrown her. (1LC:58-6639) 


Malcolm, Jean Doubleday 
DISCOURSE WITH SHADOWS $3.95 


Told by the five involved, in alternating sections in the first person, this 
pictures a post-war world without hope, faith or interest. Franz Grunwald returns to 
Frankfurt to locate his aunt and her son and finds Johann, now mindless after the painful 
experiments in Firzen concentration camp. Johann is cared for by Hugon, Pierrot and 
Magda, survivors also of Firzen and linked by the past that has crippled them, and it is 
with them that Franz comes to live. He joins them too in the murder of a woman, a Nazi 
who had sadistically watched the tortures, and, with the others, is unable to prevent 
Johann's outbreak, set in train by the murder and Hugon's departure, which costs Magda 
her life. Pierrot takes the responsibility of eliminating Johann, leaving Franz with his © 
hopes crippled too. The emptiness of lives already lived too harshly, the sense of dis- 
turbance and unreality, are here seen tempered with the kindness within the group, and are 
reflected in the continuing monologues. Compact and compassionate. (LC:58-10030) 
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Ellis, William Donohue Crowell 
THE BROOKS LEGEND $4.95 


The Ohio Territory and the little town of Mesopotamia is again the setting 
for Ellis' continuing epic of western settlement and pioneering. His previous The 
Bounty Lands, Jonathan Blair. focused on land speculation and the law. This extended 
effort, full of reckless romanticism, is the story of Saul Brooks, a doctor, a man 
driven by events into a trade and a way of life which completely dominated him. In 
1813 Brooks was a sergeant in the American forces under Harrison. He was pressed into 
service as a surgeon's mate, was held responsible for the death of the commanding 
officer, Col. Jordan, and was thereafter compelled to retribution, forced into medi- 
cine as a kind of inverted atonement. His responsibility further encompasses Jordan's 
son, named after Brooks, and to Jordan's young widow, Felicia. Brooks, although he 
has repeatedly attempted to leave the Mesopotamia area for a more lucrative practice 
and the official sanction of the M.D., becomes too involved with the problems of the 
settlers - epidemics, the removal of the Indians, scheming land-grabbing - and eventu- 
ally with Felicia Jordan whom he marries. Brooks is a living legend, is not rewarded 
until his stepson achieves the M.D. Although not a book of deep resonance - becomes 
at times a series of expanded anecdotes - this story has a sturdy freshness, energetic 
idealism, and a final insistence on a sense of life. (LC:58-9717) 


August 11 


Johnson, Nora Little, Brown - A.M.P. 
THE WORLD OF HENRY ORIENT $3.75 


Marian Wright, 13, tells the story of her friendship with Val Boyd, the same 
age and a fellow classmate at Norton School in New York City, and writes an end to 
childhood as a result of her exposure to explosive experiences. Val, with her wild 
spirits, her music, her imagination, and with her different background - parents who 
travel widely, analysis with Dr. Braintree - is color and excitement for Marian, who 
lives with her divorced mother and divorcee Boothy, in a geographically unacceptable 
area. Their shared escapades let them ignore the school and enjoy the world with 
which they have surrounded themselves. Their magnum opus evolves from the crush that 
Val conceives for pianist Henry Orient, and their research on his life, likes and 
personality, is kept lively with their secret code and "bible". Unfortunately Val's 
parents return for Christmas and her terribly insecure and rejective mother Isabel 
finds the "bible" and unleashes the last Henry Orient episode which leads Val almost 
to & breakdown. Marian's loyalty and concern send her to Dr. Braintree, who has 
given Val refuge, for a showdown, and she is told more than one truth about Val's 
problems of escape and fixations and learns something about grown ups and growing up. 
A sensitive first novel, in which the 13 year old level is advanced but convincing, 
this has a seeing eye, a quick ear and a warm heart for the inner and outer worlds of 
the young and the life they leave behind. (LC:58-10682) 


August 12 


Thorp, Duncan Little, Brown 
ONLY AKIKO $3.75 


Report repeated from page 155 of the February 15th bulletin, as follows: 
"This is another version of Madame Butterfly in Occupied Japan when Sgt. Hank Mueller 
of the Army carpool in Tokyo falls in love with the pretty, mercenary courtesan Akiko. 
She becomes his Only (i.e. she remains faithful to Mueller in return for a house and I. 
blackmarket luxuries). To fix up their menage Western style, Hank smuggles in his : 
savings from the States and becomes an operator on the blackmarket bourse. He is caught, 
escapes and goes to live with Akiko in a backcountry fishing village. Although he 
likes and knows his love for Akiko is now reciprocated, he also knows that it cannot 
continue. A severe illness takes the problem out of his hands and he gives himself up. 

& 
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He is to serve a light sentence in the States and promises to return to Japan. Akiko 
tells him not to- East is East and West is West.... Authentic and interesting in back- 
ground, this unsentimental tale should appeal to the readers who liked Sayonara and The @ 


World of Suzie Wong. ( LC :58-7855 )" 
August 12 PP. 
\ 


Houghton, Mifflin 


Kapp, Yvonne-fd. 
SHORT STORIES OF RUSSIA TODAY $3.50 

Eighteen stories by Soviet authors written over the past twenty years present 
a great variety of settings and subjects. These stories display a cheerful picture of 
life in modern Russia from Samarkand to Moscow with a cast of characters including 
soldiers, athletes, doctors, students, collective farmers, artists and sophisticates. 
The literary merits of the stories are as varied as the subjects--at the best Turgenev, 
at the worst sturdy sentimentality akin to official Russian painting glorifying country, 
home and family. But literary merits aside, this collection is interesting reading by 
virtue of the broad picture it gives of life in the USSR. 


MacInnes, Colin iS; Macmillan 
CITY OF SPADES AW $3.75 


An English import, this reflects the life of the Coloured Colonials in London, 
and through the alternate stories of Johnny MacDonald Fortune and his "Jumble" (John Bull) 
friend, Montgomery Pew, as each mirrors his feelings about the other and the worlds they 
inhabit. From Lago, Nigeria, Johnny has come to study meteorology and, in reporting to 
Pew, a very new and unorthodox Assistant Welfare Officer, catches Pew's interest. Through 
Johnny, Pew enters the world of exotic strangers, the gang leaders,the dope peddlers, the © 
voodoo followers, the ballet dancers, thieves and ponces, and through his encounters in 
the City of Spaces becomes involved in the events that pursue Johnny. Attracting women, 
Johmny is faced with Muriel, her sister Dorothy, and Theodora Pace of BBC; is tried for 
living off a prostitute and give a "not guilty" verdict through Theodora's testimony. 
Jailed for peddling hemp, it is his sister, come to London to study nursing, who persuades 
him to go home. Intensifying the ways in which Spade and Jumble see the "whole world 
utterly differently", the knowledge that they can never meet and the elements in their at- 
traction for each other, this is a social problem in brisk and sharp terms which is also 
a novel of bright and incisive perception. The special audience for this will admire its 
many fine qualities. 


August 13 


Faralia, Dana Lippincott 
THE MADSTONE $3.50 


Only in her handling of one small boy- Theo- is there any kinship of this new 
book with her earlier work. The Magnificent Barb and Black Renegade were successful boy 
and horse stories; Dream in the Stone was a Gaelic fantasy of sorts with a mystic aspect 
that didn't come off; A Circle of Trees (1955),though set back in Minnesota in the '80's, 
was a story dependent more on background than incident, with a certain wistful quality 
that made it endearing. Now comes The Madstone, which never quite takes form as a novel. 
It is an intimate, endearing record of three children, two sisters in the throes of ado- 
lescence, and a small brother, and their growing up days in the lakeside cottage where 
they assume all their summer holidays will be spent. Theo counts each day- almost each 
hour- in unutterable bliss. And only their dour widowed mother casts a blight over then, 
as she sets standards of behaviour which they fail to meet- and at the end, announces as 
a virtually accomplished fact, the sale of the house- a punishment for their failures. 
The story stays in mind as a complete breakdown of communication between children and an 
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adult; as a warm and compassionate study of the relations of the children with their 
grandparents; as an understanding picture of the importance of place in children's 
lives. But as a story, there is little development; it remains a collection of 
pieces, the parts better than the whole. (LC:58-9796) 


awe ‘ 


August 14 Dee 0 | 


Livingston, Harold The Datno Torr Houghton, Mifflin | 
THE-PABULOUS-ONES $3.95 |“ 





The play by play on a few months in the advertising business has a long 
(Wakeman to Morgan, etc.) rather than illustrious descent, commutes from Madison 
Avenue to the midwest, and follows David Manning from the time when he becomes 
Account Supervisor of Coronado Motors. The sixty thousand dollar job is his because 
of his ability to bring with him a popular television show, but it has liabilities 
as well:- the sell-out of illusions and ideals, the ease-out of the one man he could 
call a friend. A "loner", Dave turns to Jackie, whom he loves protectively, Jackie 
who had been a call girl and gives in to her compulsion to whore again. The president 
of Coronado dies, and, with his successor, the account is opened to solicitation by 
four agencies. Dave submits his presentation and does the best job, but even so is 
"tattooed, finessed" and given a fast ride out with a promotion he finally refuses... 
Maybe not highminded, but readable- and there should be a certain masculine sponsor- 


ship. (LC:57-10789) (Q) 
August ?? 


Howard, Toni Crowell 
LAVINIA $3.50 


The love affair of Lavinia Shelton, childlike, restless, and neglected by 
her conservatively correct husband Walter, is confided to and recorded by an elderly 
friend, who tries to head her away from the elegant boredom of her life with Walter 
toward the improvident but romantic future offered by Chris, a sailor. Alone, near 
Cannes, with Walter away most of the time on business- (later as she learns with 
another woman)- Lavinia is quite ready to fall in love with Chris whom she meets 
down on the wharf, to share in the dangerous excitement of his activities as an 
"importer" (he runs cigarettes for a syndicate). Walter comes home to accuse her- 
and abuse her; she learns that he is the money behind the outfit which has been 
gunning for Chris; and she is exposed to the menacing insinuations of her chauffeur. 
Finally she is forced to make her choice between her husband and her lover- and in 
so doing forfeits her happiness for the luxury- and the security- which Walter offers 
eee A noticeable improvement over her earlier Shriek with Pleasure, the setting here- 
the south of France- lacetrims the romance for the ladies. (LC:58-9715) 


Lyttleton, Elizabeth and 
Sturz, Herbert Crowell 
REAPERS OF THE STORM $3.95 


A portrait of a Spanish fishing town in Andalucia from the days of the 

Spanish Civil War to the present. All classes of society are introduced--the decadent 
aristocracy are prey to the rapacious upper peasantry; the hypocritical middie class 
fawning upon the cynical and frightened Falangists; the clergy, either weak or stupid; 
the fisherfolk, incredibly poor, resigned, irreligious; the gypsies who ignore the 
Fascist law and the spiritual, moral and economic decay it has brought. There is no 
hero in the. usual sense, but there are a host of characters that capture the reader's 
interest--Maria Sol, a fisherman's daughter forced into prostitution when her fiance 
goes over to the Falange; the fiancee himself who repents of his ways, is tortured by 
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the state police and by his death serves as a symbol to the poor of the community; Isabel 

the midwife who risks her life to help the poor, and many others. A castigation of the 

present Spanish regime,this novel told in a manner somewhat reminiscent of folk tales is @ 
effective both as fiction and polemic. (LC:58-9718) 


August ?? 


Cameron, Bruce Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
THE SINS OF MARIA $3.95 


If ever there was a case of more sinned against than sinning it is this story 
of Maria, a Puerto Rican country girl forced to flee to San Juan when her uncle rapes 
her. In the city a kindly priest takes care of her and places her as a maid in a house- 
hold that welcomes the arrival of her baby Jose--a child Maria hates. Then Maria falls 
in love with a young student who sympathizes with her plight- which is more than his 
mother does. Now with another baby, Berta, to support on her meager wages, Maria accepts 
the offer of an elderly politician and becomes his mistress. When her keeper imagines 
that she is having an affair with Pedro, his protege, he throws them both out. For a 
short time Maria enjoys happiness with Pedro as her husband and their son Carlo. Then 
Pedro is killed while trying to organize the dock workers. Maria takes to drink, her 
daughter becomes a prostitute, Jose, a petty thief, dreams of escaping to New York and 
young Carlo tries to support the family. Ashamed, Maria sets out to make money in the 
only way she knows how. At the novel's end, sure she will die from the imminent birth 
of another child, she urges Carlo to follow his father's example. A somber novel, re- 
miniscent in subject and sometimes in tone of the proletarian novels of the 1930's, this 
presents a grim picture of the Puerto Rican poor, although a series of flashbacks and a 
circular plot tend to rob the heroine of the necessary reader sympathy and interest. 


(LC :58-10434 ) © 


Davies, Robertson ilk Scribner 
A MIXTURE OF FRAILTIES %|)5 $3.95 

The town of Salterton, Canada (some may remember its Little Theatre comedy- 
Tempe st-Tost- Rinehart-1952 )again is the scene of considerable dismay after the death of 
imperious Mrs. Bridgetower, whose will disinherits her only son Solly (unless a male heir 
is to follow) and leaves her estate toward the advancement of a career in the arts. Monica 
Gall, a young girl, and the radio voice for a “back-street religion"- the Thirteenth 
Apostle Tabernacle ,is the only candidate who can be persuaded to accept the scholarship, 
and while she has a pleasant talent, she has lived in a cultural vacuum ("The First Violin"; 
"Danse Micawber"). Monica is sent to London and her days are lonely, the weeks are long, 
but she proves teachable and after the first two years of technical training, she is given 
over to Giles Revelstoke, a young composer and a rake, so that her musical experience be 
broadened. Giles does much to extend her range- emotionally- but their affair ends with a 
bitter blow-up, his death (for which she is more than a little responsible)- and she 
returns to Canada, the last lesson learned, that the career which has been imposed on her 
will also be a lifelong claim.... Something of a virtuoso performance, this relies more 
on its wit than its warmth, but the musicianship is very knowledgeable and the fingerwork 
light. (LC:58-10526) 


{ wl Viking 
ROCK 1 4, ~$3>50 


Wagoner, David 


uv 


With this book Wagoner somehow seems to shift his focus from the plug-uglies 
of The Man in the Middle and Money, Money, Money to the generation Kerouac has named the © 
“peat generation". It is a grim picture of the teen age rock-and-roll gang, in the out- 
skirts of South Chicago. Max Fallon, at loose ends after a divorce and loss of job and 
roots, comes home again, thinking to find himself. Instead, he is simply a symbol of an 
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adult who harks back to youth- and a youth rejected by the others who push him back 
across the adult fringe. It's an unpleasant and disturbing and violent story, as 
Max - from his post as life guard on Lake Michigan's beach front - is framed by his 
brother Timmy, made a goat of by the young barbarians with whom Timmy runs, put on 
the defensive both with Timmy, whose girl Della he “borrowed" - and with the lovely 
Kate, who is going through somewhat the same readjustment he faces, but who is 
vastly more mature in her approach. Disturbing as it is- and unpalatable- the very 
tone of authenticity is there, in speech, in understanding, in detachment sufficient 
to create human sympathy. (LC:58-9240) 


eee .AND SUDDEN DEATH 
July 7 
Glanville, Alec Roy 
OUT OF THE SHADOW | $2. 75 


An offer from a war comrade, a highhanded Irishman, Thaddy Bourne, gives 
derelict Robin Fraser a chance to salvage an old French Revolutionary treasure chest- 
as well as himself. It is Robin who locates the old vessel for which two men have 
already died- but a stowaway, pretty Yvette de Kernack- whose birthright it is- is 
ready to relinquish it to save her life and Robin's...A precipitous adventure tale- 
never subtle but sustained. (LC:58-7784) 


Gribble, Leonard Roy 
STAND-IN FOR MURDER $2.75 


Ex-Scotland Yard Race Carlin, now a private inquiry agent, is retained by 
the Bricker of Bricker's Bakemeats to protect him for a weekend. A locked room, the 
murders of Bricker's "daughter" and nephew, fancy finance and assumed personalities 
keep Race on the defensive and the Yard's Slade solidly examining. Breathes hard. 
(LC: 58-7546) 


' July 10 


Hubbard, T.L.W. | Houghton, Mifflin 
A BATON FOR THE CONDUCTOR $3.00 


George Conway, a frustrated civil servant, starts to drift dangerously into 
another identity as a conductor, and his troubled wife consults a psychiatrist, 
Durrant- Atwill. Believing that only fulfillment will dispose of the wish, Durrant- 
Atwill arranges the non-appearance of conductor Sir Richard Parkington at a festival 
abroad, puts his patient on the podium and effects an unorthodox cure.... A pleasant 
improvisation with a deliberate bravura. (LC:58-10193) 


August 4 


Brown, Fredric ' Dutton 
ONE FOR THE ROAD $2.95 


Bob Spitzer, only reporter on the Mayville, Arizona, paper, closely re- 
constructs a life to resolve the death of Amy Waggoner, a lush, found murdered in 
the local motel. Always alone, with her bottle, there are no men to connect with 
the crime; a trace of heroin is a throwaway; and only her source of income provides 
the single lien to her life in Mayville- and her death... Not savory- but sound. 
(LC: 58-9586 ) 


August 7 


Disney, Doris Miles Doubleday 
BLACK MAIL $2.95 
Young, capable Lucia Ruyter- who works in a bank- is almost a hit and run 
casualty, but dismisses the incident until she is the recipient of obscene, anonymous 
letters. The smear widens- and others are victims- while postal inspector Madden 
takes and breaks the case through diligent patience and a long watch.... Cleancut 
and functional. (LC:58-10019) ) 














June 1, 1958 


-396- REPRINTS For July 


BANTAM BOOKS (Each $.25) | Ps 


Porter, William- THE LAWBRINGERS Rush, Ann- EVE CAMERON, M. D. 


(Each $.35) 

Blackburn, Thomas W.- SIERRA BARON Salter, James- THE HUNTERS 

Huxley, Aldous- APE AND ESSENCE Stout, Rex- MIGHT AS WELL BE DEAD: THE 
SILENT SPEAKER: THREE FOR THE CHAIR 


Resko, John- REPRIEVE 
($.50) + Shulman, Max- RALLY ROUND THE FLAG, BOYS! 


DELL PUBLISHING (Each $.25 - * First Editions) 


Cameron, Owen- THE DEMON STIRS Potts, Jean- THE DIEHARD 
*Ferber, Richard- THE HOSTILES *Stokes, Manning Lee- UNDER COVER OF NIGHT 


(Each $.35) 
Allingham, Margery- DEATH OF A GHOST Christie, Agatha- DEAD MAN'S MIRROR 
(Great Mystery Series) Housepian, Marjorie- A HOUSE FULL OF LOVE 
Anderson, Frank W.-£d. - GREAT FLYING STORIES *Merrill, Judith- /.j, - THE YEAR'S GREAT 


(Laurel Edition) SCIENCE FICTION AND FANTASY 


FAWC ‘7T PUBLICATIONS 


Crest then © 


(Each $.25) (Each $.35) 


Armstrong, Charlotte- A DRAM OF POISON Erskine, Dorothy & Dennis, Patrick- 
THE PINK HOTEL 


Brewer, Gil- WILD 
Wormser, Richard- THE WIDOW WORE RED Gernsback,; Hugo- RALPH 124c41 


($3.50) = Swiggett, Howard+- THE DURABLE FIRE 
Premier ($.50) + MacFadyen, Ralph J.- SEE WITHOUT GLASSES 
THE NEW. AMERICAN LIBRARY (*Original) 


Mentor ($.50) - Hoffer, Eric- THE TRUE BELIEVER 


Signet (Each $.25) 


*Brown, Carter- THE BODY *Hickok, Will- THE RESTLESS GUN 


(Each $.35) 


Morris, Wright- LOVE AMONG THE CANNIBALS 


*Kantor, MacKinlay- SILENT GROW THE GUNS 
Ward, Don- fd.- BRANDED WEST 


Lerner, Alan Jay- MY FAIR LADY 
($.50) - Gaddis, Thomas E.- BIRDMAN OF ALCATRAZ 


Signet Key ($.35) - Adler, Irving- THE STARS 





POCKET BOOKS (Each $.25) © 


Christopher, John- NO BLADE OF GRASS Ketcham, Hank- WANTED: DENNIS THE MENACE 


Field, Peter- RETURN TO POWDER VALLEY Morgan, Willian J.- THE OSS AND I 
Haycox, Ernest- SUN DOWN JIM 


Vercors- THE MURDER OF THE MISSING LINK 
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Brown, Joe David- KINGS GO FORTH Gardner, E.S.- THE CASE OF THE NERVOUS 
Nordhoff & Hall - PITCAIRN'S ISLAND ACCOMPLICE 


Permabooks ($.35 each except where indicated) 


Gann, Ernest- TWILIGHT FOR THE GODS Meredith, S.#d.- BAR SIX ROUNDUP ($.25) 
Ham, Roswell G., Jr.- TILL THE RAFTERS RING Sandstrom, Flora- THE MIDWIFE OF PONT CLERY 
Slaughter, Frank G.- THE HEALER 


POPULAR LIBRARY (Each $.35) 
| Eagle Books Giants 


Gregory, Jackson- THE SILVER STAR Steward, Davenport- CARIBBEAN CAVALIER 
Giants 

Ballard, Todhunter- RAWHIDE GUNMAN Gilbert, Edwin- THE SQUIRREL CAGE 

Elliott, Charles- TRIAL BY FIRE McAllister & Miller- THE KIND OF GUY I AM 

Gellhorn, Martha- LIANA Murray, William- BESTSELLER 


Specials (Each $.50) 
DeRopp, Robert S.- IF I FORGET THEE Walker, Turnley - DREAM OF INNOCENCE 


N ON - Pee Pic€Jcks: 4. Orval 
Disenchanted? 


So it would seem- no MUST BOOKS; no DARK HORSE candidates; no starred titles. A care- 
ful resurvey suggests possibilities in specialized areas, demanding your personal 
attention, for. some important books on the current scene:- William Benton's. THIS IS 
THE CHALLENGE ( N Y U ) and Raymond Garthoff's SOVIET STRATEGY IN THE NUCLEAR AGE 
(Praeger)- reports on both follow immediately. READING: CHAOS AND CURE by Terman and 
Walcutt (McGraw-Hill) may ride along on the continuing concern with the subject; key 
Literary figures are central to several literary memoirs- O'Neill and James Joyce. 

But no one of these books provides a sure candidate for top honors plus sales. Reports 
in section following. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Non-Fiction 
June 16 


Benton, William N Y Univ. Press 
THIS IS THE CHALLENGE $3.95 


The explosion of the myth of United States technological and scientific 
superiority produced by Sputnik I caught an undue number of people unprepared. For 
two years ex-Senator Benton had been trying to get people to listen to his findings 
resulting from his exhaustive study- at first hand- of the educational system in the 
Soviet, the impact of Communism on the people of Russia, Soviet propaganda and its 
application to all phases of Soviet life. As a trained propagandist, an educator, 

a politician and a publisher (Encyclopedia Britannica) Benton was fully equipped and 
did an extraordinary job, talking to sixty odd key people, visiting classrooms and 
laboratories. Here are his findings, drawn from his recorded notes, his lectures, 

his reports to Congressional committees, and so on. While inevitably there is some 
repetition, it only serves to emphasize his findings and recommendations. His 
analysis of the educational system in Russia has- belatedly- been publicized and 
authenticated. Here- set up against our own shortcomings and strengthened by specific 
recommendations for steps to be taken, it provides a vital keystone in a forward 
looking program of federal action. The weaknesses of the Soviet system are not mini- 
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mized- and tie in with further recommendations of how we should use our knowledge of 
those weaknesses in getting our message through to the Russian people. He recurrently © 
stresses the reasons we were “caught short"- the folklore of American thinking, be- 
littling Russian abilities, etc. In studying the “voice of the Kremlin" he assesses 

the goals of the propaganda machine, he analyzes the hierarchy of the system- in relation 
to channels - press, schools, the arts, and so on. He supplies his reasons for his 
belief in the continuing advance of Soviet aims - and the economic challenge to American 
business, world markets, trade. How strong and how weak the Soviet is provides some 
recent conclusions, and sparks his current suggestions on how to meet the challenge on 
the level of education, on the level of propaganda. It is a revealing book and deserves 
thoughtful reading by all aware citizens. 


July 8 


Garthoff, Raymond Praeger 
SOVIET STRATHGY IN THE NUCLEAR AGE $4.50 


De Seversky's Victory Through Air Power sixteen years ago detonated its own 
species of dynamite and took the reading public by storm. It may well be that Garthoff's 
book will have a similar effect, for here- from one of the authorities on Soviet Russia's 
military doctrines now serving in the Department of Defense- is a book that gives a fore- 
cast of the Soviet strategy ten-fifteen years from now, and backs up his theories with an 
analysis of the current picture of Soviet strategic concepts, of Soviet land power, air 
power, sea power, missiles, of Soviet goals, of Soviet concepts of the enemy. He envisions 
the probability of new fuels, new materials, new attainments in speed; suboceanic develop- 
ments; new devices for mapping the globe; more potent weapons- radiological, bacterial, 
chemical; interplanetary ballistic missiles and space platforms; large theatre forces for 
maintaining conquests; decentralization of the economic system; and an overall strategic r 
concept which will take full advantage of the new scientific and technological weapon 
potentials. Throughout he stresses his belief that the Soviet strategy does not require 
war as part of the ideology, that its primary objective is survival, but that it is ex- 
ploring every channel of preparedness for any kind of war necessary to preserve and improve 
their position as a world power. This is exciting and challenging reading, illuminating, 
convincing and disturbing. A book that should receive the attention its authoritative 
background deserves. The author has spent a great deal of time in Russia; he wrote- in 
1953- a book on Soviet Military Doctrine; this book is based on an extensive study of 
Soviet military writings, official documents, the military press, books and manuals in 
Russian, as evidenced by his Bibliography. 


July 11 


Bisset, Sir James & Criterion 
Stephenson, R. R. SAIL HO: $5.00 


This first volume in the memoirs of the wartime Captain of the Queen Mary and 
the Queen Elizabeth is a remembrance in nostalgia of the author's "adventures in sail". 
Born in 1883 in Liverpool, the son of an accountant, Sir James' love of the sea and ships 
was inspired, despite his father's efforts to the contrary, from his boyhood experiences 
on Merseyside, surrounded by maritime movement. After an unsuccessful attempt at stowing- 
away, young James, at 15, signed as an apprentice, on the County of Pembroke, bound for the 
Pacific under canvas. This first voyage, the most thrilling, the longest remembered, took 
him to Australie, New Zealand, the coasts of Africa, around the world four times. By 
1905, with the passing of the sailing ship, James had become First Mate and had "gone into 
steamers". Now, having spent 43 years in steamers of various kinds and tonnage, he looks 
back wistfully to “hungry, hardworking but carefree days in sail". Full of seaman's lore © 
and the daily events in a seafarer's life, this convincingly conveys a sense of enthusiasm, 
has a winning charm. (LC:58-5447) 
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July 15° | 
Terman, Sibyl & - 
Walcutt, Charles McGraw-Hill 
READING: CHAOS AND CURE $3.95 


Perhaps more for the teacher than the parent (although this makes possible 
a home program for remedial reading) this examines the definitely downhill drift of 
today's reading- at all age levels, the failure of modern (sight) teaching methods, 
and shows how phonics is overwhelmingly successful in teaching most children to read. 
While agreeing- in general- with Flesch, the authors are less aggressive and assumpt- 
ive in their approach, more thorough in examining the various reasons- advanced by 
educationists- of the failure in today's teaching, and the emotional repercussions to 
which it has led. The second half of their book is a fairly extensive illustration 
of how phonics should be taught, whether at the initial or remedial level.... The 
audience alerted by the Flesch book- if not exhausted- will be the one to try. Ill'd. 


July 17 


Singer, Kurt- fd. Doubleday 
| MY STRANGEST CASE $2.95 


This is a collection of 18 cases of crime and murder, written by "police 
chiefs of the world". In San Francisco, a stay of execution arrives two minutes too 
late; in Marseilles a penniless, aristocratic couple kill and dismember the body of 
a wealthy young woman; in Honolulu, a "cat man" terrorizes the city; a madman in Mel- 
bourne is apprehended only after he has disposed of nine wives; the first American 
to receive the death penalty since 1952 is executed in Japan. An interesting record 
but for the pervading tone of uniform, stylized exaggeration running throughout. 

(LC :58-9372) 


July 24 


Walker, Thomas Calhoun John Day 
THE HONEY-POD TREE $4.50 — 


Thomas Calhoun Walker, Virginian, born into slavery, had freedom thrust 
upon him when he was a very small child. Unlike many of his Negro contemporaries, 
the effect of emancipation was neither a burden nor a bewilderment. Thanks to his 
extraordinary intelligence and to the help of the Hampton Institute, a white school 
dedicated to preparing young Negroes for leadership within their own communities, 
Walker approached freedom as a challenge with which he was well equipped to cope. 
When a case of anti-negro injustice involving a child inflamed him, the young teacher 
set about studying law from an ex-Confederate, and thereafter became known as "Lawyer 
Walker of Gloucester", the man to whom Negroes could turn when help was desperately 
needed. For five years during the depression Walker was Administrator end Consultant 
in Negro Affairs for the Emergency Relief Administration in Virginia, and then re- 
turned to his private practice where he remained until his recent death. Walker's 
tone in telling his story is so unemotional as to be dry, and though one cannot but 
help admire his work and his dedication, only those with some particularly strong in- 
terest in the Negro problem will read through this entire autobiography. Worthy but 
uninspired. (LC:58-10117). 


July ?? 


Dolger, Henry, M.D. Norton 
& Seeman, Bernard - $3.50 
HOW TO LIVE WITH DIABETES 


Every book on diabetes adds new information for those who suffer from it 
and here there are several very thorough and enlightening chapters on the disease in 
children and adolescents. They point up the greater difficulties in ‘these age groups 
and how they can be dealt with, and the different problems between the sexes in 
adolescence. The prevalence of diabetes among prolific mothers and those who bear 
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large children is another new area of discussion that would seem to be of importance. 

On the treatment, history, lack of a cure and subject of diet, the book ranks with others 

on the subject. However it does dismiss the automatic injector as an unnecessary gadget _ 
and, although doctors may consider injection as routine, to the average diabetic any help 

in handling the injection of the needle is to be desired. There is much repetition but 

for the person approaching diabetes for the first time this should be a good thing, while 

for those who have studied it, it is not necessary. Dr. Dolger is Chief, Diabetes Clinic, 

Mt. Sinai Hospital, New York City, and accomplishes his aim to help the patient to under- 

stand his sickness on a medical as well as a personal level. 


August 1 


Chase, Richard Doubleday 
THE DEMOCRATIC VISTA $3.95 


Professor of English at Columbia University, author of studies on Emily 
Dickinson, Melville, Whitman and most recently, The American Novel and Its Tradition, 
Richard Chase presents here a capsule-type summary, through the form of a symposium, of 
the condition of American life and letters. Portions of the book first appeared in the 
form of essays and review articles in Commentary, Dissent, Partisan Review and The American 
Novel and Its Tradition. The setting is a Massachusetts coastal community, the seven par- 
ticipants - a recently naturalized American, a "solid citizen” and his wife, a middle- 
aged "woman of projects", a professor and his wife, a babysitter - converse at length and 
necessarily artificially on the past, present and future of American culture. The discus- 
sion is generally concerned with the possibilities of maintaining, in an atmosphere of 
growing conformity, "a fruitful versatility of taste and opinion". The author, who speaks 
for the professor, regards the "success of our civilization as illusory" and believes that 
"despite material advance, the last decade seems to have been a time of denial, retreat, 
short-range vistas, a time of retrenchment and revision". Through a consideration of @ 
American classics and criticism, he attempts to show how "little conformism and middle- 
browism are justified by the best traditions of American literature". The form of the 
book, which often seems mainly a monologue, places the characters within on unequal 
footing - they are not all capable of their assignments - not, therefore, adequate spokes- 
men for their roles. The essential value of the book remains its eminent quotability. (LC: 


58-7351) 
August 5 


Goodheart, Robert S., M.D. Dutton 
NUTRITION FOR YOU $4.50 


For your home dietician, this presents the science of nutrition- and its rela- 
tionship to good health and distinguishes the facts from the fancies. Showing up the 
shortcomings in many of our dietary practices (breakfast cereals, for example), this de- 
termines our basic needs, in terms of energy (calories- weight maintenance and reduction) 
and values:- proteins, fats, vitamins, minerals, etc. Dr. Goodheart also discusses the 
prevention of nutrient losses in cooking, freezing, preserving, and in food processing in 
general; the importance of adding pharmaceutical vitamin preparations to your regular 
regimen; and menu planning from day to day..... Sound and salubrious. 


August 6 


Cary, Joyce Harper 
ART AND REALITY $3.00 


Composed of the Clark Lectures given at Cambridge University in 1956, this is 
an examination, from personal experience, of the "relation of the artist with the world @ 
as it seems to him and to see what he does with it” - with the artist's intuition and 
the work of art. Considered are the differences between intuition and the sense of dis- 
covery in the child and the artist; the education of the artist; the problem of the 
original artist seeking a new form for his expression; the methods of the masters, in 






June 1, 1958 Non-fiction -401 - 


painting, the novel, architecture; the role of the reader. The philosophies of 
art are discussed - whether art is, in Croce's view, simple intuition or whether 
art should have a moral end, that is, have a meaning beyond itself. Written in a 
deceptively simple style, the book covers a vast area, suggests, but does not 
insist upon, definitions; pitched in a tone of understatement, this has a quiet, 
modest persuasiveness. For the above average reader, concerned with the theories 
of literature. 


August 6 


Najafi, Najmeh & 
Hinckley, Helen Harper 
REVEILLE FOR A PERSIAN VILLAGE $4 £00 


It is only in the sense of date that the Persian mountain town of Sara- 
bandan belongs to the twentieth century. In terms of attitudes, hygiene, commerce - 
and human relationships, Sarabandan, like many remote villages in the middle east, 
is steeped in traditions which go back hundreds of years. It is to this town that 
Najmeh Najafi comes. A young woman in her twenties, she has foregone the privileges 
offered her by her wealthy city family to fulfill a childhood dream. For ever since 
she saw, as a child, the look of pain and hunger in the villagers' eyes, she knew 
it was her destiny to bring to her people the hope of self-sufficiency. Equipped 
with an American technical education, DDI, and basic medical equipment, she is con- 
fronted with appalling filth, superstition and hostility. Slowly and painfully she 
begins to weave the subtle pattern composed of threads from both the old and new 
world, incorporating tradition with modern efficiency, always intent upon preserving 
the character of the town, but revitalizing it with skillful means. Told in a 
feminine, personal narrative, Najmeh Najafi's poignant story of a Moslem woman's 
single-minded struggle is a rich and revealing sequel to her earlier book, Persia 
Is My Heart, which traced the tentative beginnings of her compassionate crusade. 
(8/6. LC:58-8836) 


August 7 


Boulton, Agnes Doubleday 
PART OF A LONG STORY $4 .50 


As wife of Eugene O'Neill, during his most productive years, Agnes Boulton 
here shares the ecstasies, the agonies, the torturing doubts of that strange love 
story. Chiefly it is important for casting light into the darkness of the period 
when the Provincetown theatre was in its early creative days, when O'Neill's Jie was 
produced, and In the Zone, when Beyond the Horizon hung fire, waiting for the 
Barrymore brothers to be free to do it, when Anna Christie was in a period of ges- 
tation, and The Moon of the Caribees and The Straw were completed and he won his 
first Pulitzer. It was the time when his "lost weekends” demanded long periods of 
recovery - and a strange, sadistic unknown took over. It was the time when he de- 


manded seclusion- almost to the point of morbidity, for the two of them, and she 


pushed aside her family, the girl child she scarcely knew, and put Gene and his needs 
first. It was a time when finances were precarious and uncertainty torturing. But 
it was, too, the time of their greatest happiness, of radiant sun and sea washed days 
at Provincetown, of the sordid back rooms and bars of Greenwich Village- and the 
temptations they afforded pushed behind them. It is a strange book; but then he was 
a@ strange man, a genius who made his own hell on earth. This "part of a long story" 
ends in the ‘20's with the birth of their son, Shane. At times there are moments of 
superb writing- steeped in the O'Neill reflected magic. At other times it seems dis- 
organized, erratic, strained. Possibly this will capture the periphery of the 
current O'Neill revival. 

Colum, Mary & Padraic | a t Doubleday 

OUR FRIEND JAMES JOYCE oft $2 ~ $4.00 


For those who approach James Joyce with fear and trembling, this warm- 
hearted biographical reminiscence byMary and Padraic Colum should do much to ease the 
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strain. Friends of Joyce and literary figures closely attached to the Irish renaissance, 
the Colums share their rememberings of Joyce from the early Dublin days when he, a 

penniless young student, amazed literary Ireland with his deliberate, aloof brilliance, e 
through his troubled years of self-imposed exile when he alternated between hedonism and 
despair. Unique, paradoxical, difficult, Joyce's is the story of a man who ruled with 
absolute authority over some of the greatest minds of his day, but could never quite 
manipulate his or his children's personal destiny. For the serious Joyce scholar, there 
is little in this account of academic interest, nor would the general reader with no 
particular curiosity in regard to Joyce find this informal narrative adequate as bio- 
graphy. But for those to whom Joyce is an old literary friend, these comfortable re- 
memberings, rich in familiarity, understanding and respect, will prove a welcome addition 


to the Joyce repertoire. 
August 1 2 { 
Henderson, Ian & Doubleday 


Goodhart, Philip MAN HUNT IN KENYA $3.95 


A tactical account of Ian Henderson's patient, persistent (ten month') at- 
tempt to trap the Mau Mau leader, Dedan Kimathi- who in 1955- when this was undertaken- 
was one of the last two militant chieftains to survive. By that time, some 60,000 Kikiyu 
had been apprehended through what was known as pseudo-gang operations- the method used 
here by Special Force Teams disguised as Kikiyu who intermingled with them later to trap 
them. Kimathi, who had reverted to an animal existence in the forest, was particularly 
stubborn in his resistance, difficult to locate, and it was several months before the area 
was marked off and they could launch a direct operation- and then many more - until most 
of his followers and his woman were taken, and Kimathi was shot down and brought to trial.... 
Subdued- perhaps in comparison with the more flamboyant fictional accounts- straightforward- 
and knowledgeably detailed in its bushcraft and its intelligence techniques. (LC:58-10022) © 


> 1 
Robinson, Donald $}2 Doubleday 


THE DAY I WAS PROUDEST TO BE AN AMERICAN $3.95 


A collection of personalized anecdotes and reminiscences points with pride to 
this country's character, beliefs, and actions and is a heartening affirmation at a time 
of wavering U.S. prestige. All kinds of people are represented- from an Italian barber 
to a Negro student- looking ahead apprehensively at his admission at a southern law school; 
from Reinhold Niebuhr to Meany of the AFL; from physicist Edward Teller to Dorothy Canfield 
Fisher, Elmo Roper, Rosalind Russell, John Foster Dulles. There are small demonstrations 
of individual heroism, selflessness, generosity, faith; of Americans at war and at peace, 
at home and abroad; of problems faced and worked on- delinquency, segregation, prejudice, 
Puerto Rico's "Operation Bootstrap", polio, the H-Bomb, etc. etc. By no means sentimental 
chauvinism, this reasserts its belief in America and Americans at a susceptible level. 


( LC :58-10037) 


H 


Roethke, Theodore Doubleday 
WORDS FOR THE WIND !/ b $4.00 
This book demonstrates the development of this poet- from the early, concrete 
lyrics of 1941- hardly more than obscure poetic annotations- these poems increase in 
scope, depth, substance and skill as they approach the middle '50's. Many of them have 
appeared in well known magazines, The New Yorker, The Atlantic, to more avant-garde 
periodicals, and Roethke is now one of the more familiar of our younger poets. While un- 
even, at his best- as in the poems- "I knew a woman lovely in her bones", or the title @ 
poem, one recognizes his mastery as well as his sensibility. Roethke is a poet of con- 
siderable talent; when he has something more universal to say, he may well reach greatness. 


(LC :58-10039) & 
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August 11 


Russell, Lord of Liverpool Dutton 
THE KNIGHTS OF BUSHIDO $5.00 


The Japanese war crimes, unlike the Nazi atrocities described by Lord 
Russell in the earlier Scourge of the Swastika, were hysterical, wanton and sadistic | 
in a personal sense. This book principally concerns the treatment of prisoners of 
war, and to a small but deft extent reviews the political and nationalistic back- 
ground for this treatment, as well as the "abuses" (for example, the murder of 
200,000 defenseless Chinese at Nanking) perpetrated in the past. Prisoners were 
beaten, starved and killed without cause or provocation. They were used as slave 
labor, and forced to live in unspeakable filth. This was a uniform fact, and re- 
ceived the covert sanction and occasionally the direct insistence of the military 
and governmental leaders. However, the Japanese crimes lack the planning and imper- 
sonality of their German counterpart. The processes of medieval torture, the sense- 
less strafing of helpless prisoners, the humiliations inflicted- even if officially 
condoned, these brutal acts are for the most part private excesses of cruelty. The 
account, shocking enough, maintains some perspective and throughout derives from 
impeccable’: sources. Significant and shocking. (LC:58-9587) 


A Sheaf of Late. Comers 


Barret, Richard Carter Crown 
: BENNINGTON POTTERY AND PORCELAIN $7.50 


The curator of the Bennington Museum has written what is indubitably the 
definitive work on the output of the pottery works which flourished in Bennington 
during the 19th century. To one familiar chiefly with Bennington-Rockingham ware, 
with the familiar brown tortoiseshell mottled glaze, the variety of the ceramic 
types,- redware, stoneware, Rockingham, flint enamel, scroddled ware, graniteware, 
mortarware, Parian porcelain, white and colored - will come as a surprise. Here- 
in a brief text which sketches in the historical background, the chief identification 
factors, the indications as to scarcity, the major points of comparison, is a book 
containing over 2000 items illustrated and captioned for identification. There are 
450 half tone pages and 7 plates in full color, and the arrangement follows the rough 
order of development,- pitchers, tableware, kitchen and household accessories, fancy 
articles, statuettes and figures. Indexed. (LC:58-8312) 


Scribner's Scribner 
DICTIONARY OF AMERICAN BIOGRAPHY: Supplement II $15.00 


The original twenty volume Dictionary of American Biography appeared over 
the years from 1928-1936, and ranged in coverage from the colonial period to the re- 
cent past. The first Supplement - 1944 - added some 652 pieces which covered figures 
omitted from the initial volumes, and people who had died in that period, up to 1936. 
Supplement II includes 585 biographies of persons who have died between 1936-1940, so 
that 1940 now constitutes the terminal date. For large libraries and college libraries 
and organizations where historical reference material must be unimpeachable and all- 
inclusive, this is an essential reference tool. The basic criteria, set up with the 
initial work, defines the selection to persons of historical importance in terms of 
social history, who made their distinctive contributions to American life, who re- 
flected the social currents of their times. Literature and the arts, quite under- 
standably, dominate the area, while outstanding figures in the field of education, 
research and the social sciences are given great emphasis. Out of two thousand names 
submitted for inclusion, a carefully chosen group of experts made the final decision, 
the whole supervised by the American Council of Learned Societies. (Published) 


Kodansha Library of Japanese Art Tuttle 
MUNAKATA $1.25 


Strongly reminiscent of the works of Roualt, Munakata's woodcuts purport 
to make a marriage between traditional Japanese forms and a distinctly new universal- 
ism. In this elaborately bound, but poorly reproduced collection, Munakata embraces 
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the range of Japanese subjects, Bodhisattvas, Buddhas, heroes, rivers, insects, calli- 
graphy. But in attempting to rise above provincialism, he unhappily echoes the error 
which apparently is at the root of much contemporary Japanese artistic endeavor. One 
need only to look to the giants of the Tokugawa period, many of whom are represented © 
in other editions of this Tuttle series, to see that it was precisely within a society 

intent and profoundly aware of its own values, that a truly universal art arose, an art 

form which cognized the vastness and difficulty of portraying with truth, even a single 

blade of native grass. In his departure from Japanese classical techniques, Munakata 

has lost not gained: Precision is replaced by chaos. Where his Tokugawa predecessors 

could convey with a single eyebrow line, a force of staggering complexity, with the fold 

of a garment could conjure up the idea of a perfectly proportioned universe, Munakata's 
labyrinthine lines suggest a sense of muddled confusion, his garments, an empty study in 

design. (6/15. LC:58-8622) 


Kuck, Loraine E. & Tuttle 
Tongg, Richard C. $7.50 
HAWAIIAN FLOWERS AND FLOWERING TREES 


The mention of Hawaii calls to mind a vague picture of lush and exotic vegeta- 
tion, but generally the mind can go no farther than this in its imaginings. Loraine E. 
Kuck and Richard C. Tongg attempt here to catalogue and illustrate the vast Hawaiian 
garden and briefly to describe the specific circumstances under which each flower and 
tree grows. Illustrated with clear, but unexciting drawings, there is nothing here to 
arrest the lover of exoticism. The enthusiasts of romance would do better to hold on to 
their vague imaginings. But to those who are essentially interested in horticulture or 
wish to maintain a clear perspective of the island and are willing to pay the somewhat 
forbidding price, this book offers much interesting and fresh factual material. (6/15. 


LC :58-749h ) 


Munsterberg, Hugo Tuttle 
THE FOLK ARTS OF JAPAN $6.75 © 


At a time when Western interior decorators frantically scramble in an effort to 
secure any artefactso long as it bears the mark, "made in Japan", Hugo Munsterberg's 
highly illustrated treatment of folk arts of Japan should find a welcome market. Unfor- 
tunately, this ambitiously prepared book is uneven in quality, and occasionally misleading. 
It is questionable whether all of the work presented is folk art simply because it is un- 
signed. Embracing everything from straw raincoats to architecture, the author has selected 
objects which are designed to appeal to the Western eye. Although many of the works re- 
presented are of an exceedingly high calibre, there is an unfortunate preponderance of work 
which is slick and annoyingly reminiscent of the familiar western schools of "arts and 
crafts". In the architectural photographs, due to insufficient lack of detail and under- 
exposure, it is impossible to distinguish clearly the true character of the buildings. If 
the purpose of this book is to endear contemporary Japanese products to the Western buyer, 
it will probably succeed, but if it is meant to explain and introduce the wealth of Japanese 
folk craft, it falls short of its very lofty mark. (6/15. LC:58-7496) 


Non-fiction 





































PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES OF TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 





Page 
295 Conrad, Joseph- TALES OF EAST AND WEST- from 7/3 to 7/17 (Doubleday-Hanover ) 
298 Steinhouse, Herbert- THE TIME OF THE JUGGERNAUT- from 6/11 to 6/2 (Morrow) 
299 Braider, Donald- THE PALACE GUARD- from 6/2? to 8/22 (Viking) 
299 Derby, Mark- SUN IN THE HUNTER'S EYES- definite date 6/16 (Viking) 
299 Ekert-Rotholz,Alice- THE TIME OF THE DRAGONS- definite date 6/23 (Viking) 
299 Plagemann, Bentz- THE STEEL COCOON- from 6/7? to 9/15 (Viking) 
324 Moray, Helga- DARK FURY- definite date 6/6 (McKay) 
345 Stout, Rex- AND FOUR TO GO- definite date 7/2 (Viking) © 
361 Dinneen, Joseph F.- THE ALTERNATE CASE- postponed indefinitely (Little, Brown) 
361 Guerard, Albert J.- THE BYSTANDER- from 7/10 to 7/28 (Little, Brown-A.M.P.) 
365 Rice & McBain- THE APRIL ROBIN MURDERS- the publisher is Random House not Simon & 
Schuster. 
370 Freidel, Frank- THE SPLENDID LITTLE WAR- from 7/21 to 8/14 (Little, Brown) 



















